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CHAPTER FIVE

 Overall theme of Chapter 5


This chapter takes place during the reign of Yoshiyahu (as did the previous four chapters and
as will be the case with Chapter 6). The people think they have turned over a new leaf. They
think they have done (or are doing) proper teshuva. Jeremiah again reminds them that they are
fooling themselves, and in this chapter he spells out what sins they continue to commit.

 Specific verses that reinforce this theme
 Verse 3 reinforces this point. The people think they are repenting, but they are not doing so
fully or sincerely. Worse still, they do not and cannot see events for what they really are –
warnings from Hashem of their impending destruction.
תְמּוסָ֑רְחִ ז ִּ֤קּוְפנֵיהֶ ם֙ ְמְִ ָ֔ ֶסלַעְמֵ אֲנ֖ ּוְל ְָֽשּוב׃
ָ
ַּוְקח
֣ ַ ֖יתםְמֵ אֲנ
ָ ָ֕ ִֹא־חלּוְכִ ל
ָ ָ֔  ָ֗ ָוהְעֵ ינֶיךָ֮ ְהֲל֣ ֹואְלֶאֱ מּו ָנהְ֒הִ ִ ִּ֤כיתָ הְאֹ תָ ם֙ ְְֽול-ְי


Verse 6 is even more explicit in its warnings. Is it possible that Jeremiah couches the impending
destruction in terms of “natural occurrences” so as to test the people or give them room to err?
ְְכי ְַרּבּו֙ ְפִ ש ֵעיהֶָ֔ ם ְעָצ ֖מּו
ִּ֤ ִ יֹוצֵ֥אְמֵ ֵ ֖הנָה ְיִ טָ ֵ ָ֑רף
ֵ ַיהם ְ ְָכ ל־ה
ֶ ָ֔ ְמ ַָ֗יעַר ְז ֵ ִּ֤אב ְע ֲָרבֹות֙ ְישָ ד ָ֔ ֵדם ְנ ֵ ִָּ֤מר ְשֹ קֵ ד֙ ְעַל־עָ ֵ֣ר
ִ עַל־ ֵכ ֩ן ְהִ ָָּ֨כם ְאַ ר ֵֵ֜יה
]יהם׃
ְֽ ֶ ֵמשבותיהםְ[משּובֹות



Compare verses 4 and 5. Verse 4 suggests that the masses may just be simple, too simple to
understand the warnings and the impending destruction. However, verse 5 makes clear that the
educated and the elite class “got it,” but chose instead to reject the message of the Navi.
ְָה־ליְאֶ ל־הַ גדֹ לִ ים֙ ְ ַואֲדַ ּב ָ ֣רהְאֹותָָ֔ ם
ִּ֤ ִ יהם׃ְ(ה)ְ ֵ ְֽא ֲלכ
ְֽ ֶ ֵ ָ֔ ָוהְ ִמשפַ ֖טְאֱֹלה-ְְד ֶרְךְי
֣ ֶ ֙יםְהםְנֹוא ֲָ֕לּוְ ִ ֣כיְ ִּ֤ל ֹאְיָדעּו
ָ֑ ֵ ַאֲנ֣יְאָ ָ֔ ַמר ִתיְאַ ְך־דַ ִ ֖ל
ִ (ד)ְו
ְשברּוְעָֹ֔ לְנִ ת ֖קּוְמֹוסֵ ְֽרֹות׃
֣ ָ ְ֙ךְהמָ הְיַחדָ ו
ִּ֤ ֵ יהָ֑םְ ַ ֣א
ֶ ֵ ָ֔ ָוהְ ִמשפַ ֖טְאֱֹלה-ְְד ֶרְךְי
֣ ֶ ִ֙ ֣כיְהֵָ֗ מָ הְיָדעּו

 Structure of Chapter 5


Rabbi Leibtag sees five “parshiyot” in the perek, beginning with verses 1, 10, 14, 20, and 30.



These are group not be linguistic hints but by message/theme.

 Verses 11 – 12: Rav Hirsch


Here, in a few words, is a brief history of Israel’s defection from God. The truths recorded in
these passages remain valid for all time. All that is said here primarily with regard to the house
of Judah can be applied in its entirety also to the history of the defection of the house of Israel.
Defection from God does not always begin with a denial of God in theory and end logically
with a rejection of God’s moral law in practice. In this instance, too, as is mostly the case, the
first step is “faithlessness.” First, unbridled lust causes man to sink to the level of a “well-fed
horse” (verse 8); only thereafter does a so-called philosophical Weltanschauung [a particular
philosophy or view of life] provide him with a threadbare but nonetheless welcome theoretical
justification for his behavior. This justification is obtained by obliterating from one’s mind the
One Who, as Creator of the moral law, has by now become an irksome disturbance in a life
that seeks only the gratification of selfish desires. Once one has reached the daring, “brilliant”
conclusion that “God is not” (verse 12), the mind is no longer troubled by thoughts of
accountability and punishment and permits one to abandon oneself completely to uninhibited
sensuality.

 Not total destruction, but necessary nonetheless


In verse 18, we see a message Jeremiah gives over to the people time and time again.
Destruction is imminent if you do not sincerely change your ways, but it will not be total.
הְאתכֶ ֖םְכ ָ ְָֽלה׃
ִ וגַ ַ֛םְּבַ י ִ ֵָ֥מיםְהָ ֵ ֖המָ הְנ ֻאם־יהֹ וָ ָ֑הְ ְֽל ֹא־אֶ ע ֶ ֱֵ֥ש



Yet, Hashem asks rhetorically (verses 9 and 29), “Shall I not punish?”

 Verses 21: obvious and intentional reference to Tehillim 135
Jeremiah 5:21

Tehillim 135:15 - 18

ְעֲצַ ֵּב֣יְהַַ֭ גֹויִ םְכֶ ֣סֶ ףְוז ָָהָ֑בְמַַ֝ עֲשֵָ֗ הְי ֵ ֣דיְאָ ָ ְֽדם׃ְ ֶ ְֽפה־ ַָ֭להֶ םְ ִשמעּו־נָ ֣אְ ָ֔ז ֹאתְעַ ֵ֥םְסָ כָ ֖לְו ֵ ֣איןְלֵ ָ֑בְעֵינַ ִַּ֤֤יִ םְלָהֶ ם֙ ְו ֣ל ֹא
ו ֣ל ֹאְידַ ֵ ָּ֑ברּוְעֵינַ ֵַ֥֤יִ םְ ַ֝ ָלהֶָ֗ םְו ֣ל ֹאְיִ ר ְֽאּו׃ְאָ זנַ ַ֣֤יִ םְ ַָ֭להֶ םְו ֣ל ֹאְ יִ ר ָ֔אּוְאָ זנַ ֵַ֥֤יִ םְל ֶָה֖םְו ֵ֥ל ֹאְיִ ש ָ ְֽמעּו׃
ְיהם׃ ְ ַ֭כמֹוהֶ ם ְיִ הי֣ ּו
ְֽ ֶ ִֶש־רּוחַ ְּבפ
ֵ֥ ְאַ ף ְאֵ ין־י
ָ֗ ַ֝ ַיאֲזִ ָ֑ינּו
יהָ֑םְכַֹ֭ לְאֲשֶ ר־ּבֹ ֵ ֣טחַ ְּבָ ֶ ְֽהם׃
ֶ ֵעֹ ש
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