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CHAPTER SIX

 Key takeaways from Chapter 6


The message Yirmiyahu is delivering to the people here (and remember, this is the last perek
that dates to the reign of Yoshiyahu) is very similar to that of the previous two chapters.
However, the imagery the prophet uses here is strikingly different.



In this chapter, the invading armies are describing via three different images, although each
represents a common vocation from that time period: shepherd, farmer, and silversmith.



Rabbi Leibtag points out that these images will often evoke contrasting images or commands
from Sefer Devarim.

 Verse 1: Note the play on words


“Flee for refuge, O people of Benjamin, out of the midst of Jerusalem! Blow the horn in Tekoa,
(ׁשֹופר
ָ֔ ֹוע ִתקְ ֣עּו
֙ ֙)ּוב ְתק.
ִ Set up a signal at Beth-haccerem! For evil is appearing from the north, and
great disaster.”

 Verse 3: Invading armies as shepherds


In verse 3, the prophet compares the generals of the invading armies to shepherds and their
troops, to sheep. Rav Hirsch comments on the irony of this image: “They look like shepherds
leading their flocks – an idyllic picture of pastoral peace. But the prophet sees them doing as
they please on a soil and in a land that is not theirs.”

 Verse 6: How the siege begins and why


The prophet does not mince words about why the siege will happen: “Only fraud is found in
her midst.” ()כֻּלָּּ֖ה ֹ֥עׁשֶׁ ק ְבקִ ְר ָּֽבּה



Rabbi Leibtag notes the comparison between the actions of the enemy here when cutting down
trees and the command given in Devarim to Jewish armies NOT to cut down trees.
YIRMIYAHU
ו֣ה צְ ב ָ֔אֹות כִ ְר ֣תּו ע ֵָ֔צה וְ ִׁשפְ כֹ֥ ּו על־יְ רּוׁש ָּ֖ל ִם סלְ לָ֑ה ִ֚ ִהיא- ְִ ֣כי ֹ֤כה אמר֙ י
ה ִ ֣עיר הפְ ָ֔קד כֻּלָּּ֖ה ֹ֥עׁשֶׁ ק בְ קִ ְר ָּֽבּה׃

DEVARIM 20:19
ִ ָּֽכי־ת ֣צּור אֶׁ ל־עִ י ֩ר י ִִ֨מים ר ִִּ֜בים ְ ָּֽלהִ ל ֵחֵ֧ם עלֶׁ ֣יה לְ תפְ ָׂ֗שּה ָּֽלא־ת ְׁש ִ ֹ֤חית
֙אֶׁ ת־עֵצּה֙ לִ נְ ֹ֤דח עליו֙ ג ְר ֶָׁ֔זן ִ֚ ִכי ִמ ֶׁ ֣מּנּו תא ֵָ֔כל וְ א ָּ֖תֹו ֣לא ִתכְ ָ֑רת ִ ֹ֤כי ָּֽהאדם
עֵ ֣ץ הש ָ֔ ֶׁדה ל ֹ֥בא ִמפנֶׁ ָּ֖יָך במ ָּֽצֹור׃

 Verse 9: Invading armies as farmers


Here the prophet tells the people that Hashem will command the invading armies to pick the
land clean, to “glean over and over.” This immediately brings to mind that command given to
the Jewish people to NOT “glean over and over” when harvesting their grape orchards, but to
instead leave something for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.



This is an expression of measure for measure, for the Jewish people did not fulfill this mitzva
from Devarim and care for the needy.
YIRMIYAHU
ו֣ה צְ ב ָ֔אֹות עֹולֵ ֵ֛ל יְ עֹולְ לֹ֥ ּו כגֶׁ ָּ֖ פֶׁן ְׁשאֵ ִ ֣רית יִ ְשר ֵ ָ֑אל הׁשֵ ב֙ י ְד ָָ֔ך- ְֹ֤כה אמר֙ י
בֹוצָּ֖ר על־סלְ ִסלָּֽ ֹות׃
ֵ ְכ

DEVARIM 24:21
ִ ֹ֤כי ִתבְ צר֙ כ ְר ְמ ָָ֔ך ֹ֥לא ְתעֹולֵ ָּ֖ל אח ֶׁ ֲָ֑ריָך לגֵ ֵ֛ר לי ֹ֥תֹום וְ לאלְ מנָּ֖ה יִ הְ ֶׁיָּֽה׃

 Verses 17 – 19: Note the linguistic balance


The people will not listen and rebuff Hashem, who in turn commands the nations of the world
that THEY should listen.

ר־בם׃ (יט) ִׁש ְמ ִ ֣עי
ָּֽ ֶׁגֹויָ֑ם ְּוד ִ ֹ֥עי ע ֵָּ֖דה אֶׁ ת־אֲׁש
ִ אמ ָּ֖רּו ֹ֥לא נקְ ִ ָּֽׁשיב׃(יח) לכֵ ָּ֖ן ִׁש ְמ ֣עּו ה
ְ (יז) והֲקִ מ ִ ֹ֤תי ֲעלֵיכֶׁם֙ צ ָ֔ ִפים הקְ ִ ָּׁ֖שיבּו לְ ֣קֹול ׁשֹופָ֑ר וי
ִי
סּו־בּה׃
ָּֽ ל־דברי֙ ֣לא ִהקְ ָ֔ ִׁשיבּו וְ תֹור ִ ָּ֖תי ו ְמ ֲא
ְ בֹותם ִ ֹ֤כי ע
ָ֑ ה ָ֔א ֶׁרץ הִ ִֵּ֨נה אנ ִּ֜ ִכי מֵ ִ ֹ֥ביא רעֵ֛ה אֶׁ ל־העֹ֥ם הזֶׁ ָּ֖ה פְ ִ ֣רי מחְ ְׁש

 Verses 27 – 30: Invading armies as silversmiths


Silver must be melted at very high temperatures to burn away the impurities, and the process
requires a skilled craftsperson who can spot them and attest that they have in fact been burnt
away. The Hebrew term for this, says Rabbi Leibtag is a בחֹון, and that is exactly how Hashem
refers to Yirmiyahu in verse 27.



In verse 28, Hashem compares the Jewish people to silver so filled with impurities that they
cannot be burnt away. (Note: if silver is burnt too long or at too high a temperature, the end
result is lead.)



In fact, in verse 30, the prophet tells the people that this is what they have become, as
Yirmiyahu has attested to: “They are called ‘rejected silver,’ for the LORD has rejected them.”
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