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CHAPTER NINE

 Chapter 9 – A continuation thematically of the previous chapter contextualized


Very much a continuation of the previous chapter, both thematically and as well as being part
of the Haftorah on Tisha B’Av.



The prophet seems to have given up hope that the people will accept his message and repent.
In many ways, this chapter reads like a “kinah,” a lament, so much so that the chapter opens
with the longing of the prophet “to leave my people, To go away from them.”
ִ ִֽמי־יִ ְּתנֵ ֵ֣נִ י בַ ִמ ְּד ָּ֗ ָבר ְּמלֹון֙ ִֽא ְּר ִִ֔חים וְּ ֶ ִֽא ֶעזְּבָ ה֙ אֶ ת־ ַע ִִ֔מי וְּ אֵ לְּ כָ ָ֖ה ֵ ִֽמ ִא ָ ָּ֑תם ִ ִּ֤כי ֻכלָם֙ ְּמנָ ֵ֣א ִ֔ ֲִפים ֲע ֶֶצ ֶָ֖רת בְְּ ִ ִֽדים



Rav Hirsch describes the prophet’s feelings thusly: “The prophet has stopped weeping and
wailing. He shouts it out in the passionate rage of a pure and noble man wounded to the very
depths of his soul: You saw me weep, you have heard my lamentations. Do you still think that
I have no feelings for you and remain indifferent while your blood is being shed?”

 Verses 6 – 8: Return to the imagery of a silver smith


Hashem declares that he must “I shall smelt and assay them,” for what else can He do?



Hashem makes His case even more strongly in verse 8: “Shall I not punish them for such deeds?
—says the LORD— Shall I not bring retribution on such a nation as this?”

 Verse 13: Worship of the Baal god


Rabbi Leibtag describes this type of idolatry as a “what’s in it for me” form of worship. The
people did not relate to the Baal god. They needed (so they thought) the false god for
something. If they worshipped a rain god, it was because they needed rain. A fertility god, so
as to have children. And so on.



Rabbi Leibtag thinks that the people brought this same attitude to their ritual worship in the
Temple. They worshipped Hashem because of what they needed or wanted from Him, be it in
economic or military matters, not in order to serve Him. (Remember that in Chapter 7, verse 9,
Jeremiah claims that the people are worshipping Baal even as they offer sacrifices in the
Temple!)



This, argues Rabbi Leibtag, is what Jeremiah has in mind when he mentions the worship of the
Baal god in verse 13 here. The prophet cannot be referring to literal idol worship, maintains
Rabbi Leibtag, because the Baal idols themselves were all destroyed during the reign of King
Hizkiyyahu.



This notion of misdirected worship of Hashem is also hinted at in verse 12, where the prophet
proclaims: “The LORD replied: Because they forsook the Teaching [ ]ת ָֹור ִתI had set before
them.” Rabbi Leibtag sees the word here as a reference to Devarim chapters 5 – 26, which are
described as  ת ָֹורהand which spell out how the people are to know Hashem, to serve Him, and
to represent Him as His nation.

 Verses 16 – 19: Jeremiah specifically appeals to the women


Why do you think he does so?

 Verses 22 – 23: The key message


In verse 22, the prophet declares that wisdom, strength, and riches are not ends in themselves,
but rather should be seen as means to a Jew’s real purpose in life, which is (as verse 23 states)
to know Hashem.
 ָוִֽה- ְּי־ב ֵ ֹ֥אלֶה חָ ַפֶָ֖צְּ ִתי נְּ אֻ ם־י
ְּ  ִ֔ ָוה ֹ֥עשֶ ה ֶחֶ֛סֶ ד ִמ ְּש ָפֹ֥ט ּוֶצְּ דָ ָ ָ֖קה בָ ָ ָּ֑א ֶרץ ִ ִֽכ- ְּאֹותי ִּ֚ ִכי א ֲִנֵ֣י י
ִ ִ ֵ֣כי ִאם־בְּ זאת יִ ְּתהַ לֵ ֵ֣ל הַ ִמ ְּתהַ ֵָּ֗לל הַ ְּש ֵכל ֮ וְּ י ֵָ֣ד ַע



And what does know Hashem allow us to do? “[To] act with kindness, Justice, and equity in
the world” That is what Hashem wants, says the prophet. It is these things that bring delight to
Hashem
ָ ִֽה- ְּי־ב ֵ ֹ֥אלֶה חָ ַפֶָ֖צְּ ִתי נְּ אֻם־י
ְּ  ִ֔ ָוה ֹ֥עשֶ ה ֶחֶ֛סֶ ד ִמ ְּש ָפֹ֥ט ּוֶצְּ דָ ָ ָ֖קה בָ ָ ָּ֑א ֶרץ ִ ִֽכ- ְּאֹותי ִּ֚ ִכי א ֲִנֵ֣י י
ִ ִ ֵ֣כי ִאם־בְּ זאת יִ ְּתהַ לֵ ֵ֣ל הַ ִמ ְּתהַ ֵָּ֗לל הַ ְּש ֵכל ֮ וְּ י ֵָ֣ד ַע
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